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have been called to high offices in the administration of the State.
Others serve in the army ; others in production. Our militants
administer several thousand Communes, among the largest. They
have also been placed at the head of large organizations by the
confidence of the masses. We have our representatives in the
Consultative Assembly, in the Council of National Resistance, in
the departmental and local Committees of Liberation. In all of
these we must rise to the level of our responsibilities both to the
Party and to the country.
To speak quite plainly, if before the war our militants were
excellent propagandists, if during the war they have been the
organizers and intrepid leaders of combat groups against the Ger-
mans and their Vichyite accomplices* they must now become men
of politics, the organizers and guides of wide masses of the people.
In the words of Lenin, we must now count in millions, and this
obliges us to consider attentively several problems of growth.
PBOBLEMS OF IDEOLOGICAL AND POLITICAL DIRECTION
The first of these problems which arises from the considerable
increase of our members, concerns education, the Marxist-Leninist
instruction of new members of the Party. We must reinforce and
develop our educational work through courses and schools. We
must work out new methods of aiding our oldest militants, those
who already serve in responsible functions, guiding their special
needs, conferences on the most important problems of everyday
policy.
The Party instructs the masses and the masses instruct the
Party. Marxism-Leninism is a unity of theory and practice, oi
thought and action. We want no Communists who . are
merely vain doctrinaires, reasoning in the abstract and apart
from the realities of daily life. Neither do we want limited
militants who are not interested in more deepened study of
political problems, who will fall into a narrow practicalism and
lose their perspective.
Theory is a task which always faces responsible leaders, mili-
tants of the Erst rank, who too'often permit themselves to become
absorbed in, and side-tracked by, their practical tasks. Now, no
oae can irork properly in any branch of militant activity, without
undertaking to assimilate Marxist-Leninist science, the key to all
kieoiagical and political problems. The greatest scholars, like
oer friend Langevin, declare that they have made real advances